Objectives:  

1.  For the students to understand how burdensome the Mosaic Law is and that we can never fulfill it.

2.  For the students to understand that the purpose of the Mosaic Law was to point out sin and man’s inability to achieve a standard of perfect righteousness, but that faith in Jesus Christ provides us with perfect righteousness.

3.  For the students to see how Jesus Christ raised the standard of righteousness regarding murder to include anger (but not righteous indignation.)

Content

1.  Relate the story from Matthew 5:1, 17-26.

2.  Review some of the commands from the Mosaic Law.  See if the students can name the 10 commandments.  Write them on the white board as they are named.  Discuss briefly what each means if they don’t know.  Ask the students if they have ever violated any of the commandments (students don’t have to answer out loud – it is not a public confession.)  Discuss how if they took something from their brother or sister without them knowing, then they have stolen.  Give an example where two kids are fighting and when the teacher asked what happen they don’t exactly tell the truth.  Then they are a liar.  Ask if they have ALWAYS obeyed their mother and father the first time they were told to do something.  If not they are a disobedient, dishonoring child.  So just for these 3 they could be a disobedient, lying thief!  Is that the type of person God would let into heaven on their good works?  Of course not!  Go on to explain that the purpose of the Mosaic Law was not to provide salvation by people following it, but to point out sin.

3.  Have other verses ready that include some of the lesser-known requirements of the law.  Have students read these.  Discuss how it would be impossible to keep all the requirements.

a. If you were caught in a storm at sea on the Sabbath (Saturday) you were not permitted to stir the boat.

b. You were not permitted to put out a fire on the Sabbath so you just had to let your house burn down if it caught on fire.

c. You weren’t permitted to walk on grass on the Sabbath because that was considered threshing.

Note that many of these requirements were added by the Pharisees and were not part of God’s original law.  Based on the discussion see if students can think of some other things the Pharisees might not allow.

4.  ACTIVITY – Have students design a make believe kingdom.  Have them decide a name for this kingdom and what would be there (unlimited video games, ponies, whatever appeals to the kids.)  Point out that no matter what they put there it won’t be as good as heaven or the millennial kingdom.  Now have the kids make a set of laws that we have to follow to get into the kingdom.  Encourage the kids to make the rules impossible to follow because they are so difficult (examples: you always have to walk through doorways backwards, you must always keep your right hand higher than your left, crazy stuff.)  Have them get up and walk around and see if they can keep the laws they just made.  Discuss how disappointed they would be that they couldn’t keep all those rules and get into this wonderful place.  Discuss that just as they could not follow all of those rules so the Jews could not follow all of the Mosaic Law and get into God’s kingdom.

5.  Read Matthew 5:17 – Jesus said, “Do not consider that I came to invalidate the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to invalidate but to fulfill.”  Discuss that Jesus came to provide the way of salvation.  Jesus Christ came to fulfill the Messianic prophecies and the Mosaic Law.  In order to fulfill the law He had to obey it.

6.  The Pharisees taught that as long as you did not murder someone you were righteous before God.  Discuss how crazy that idea is.  Read Matthew 5:21-22.  Discuss the following points:

a. Jesus does not do away with the commandment or the criminals’ liability to a system of justice.  He raises the standard.

b. The punishment he spoke of is applicable in the Millennium but the principle is applicable today.

7.  Discuss why anger is a sin.  You aren’t forgiving your brother as you are commanded to (Forgiving one another as Christ forgave you.)  It sows the seeds for other sins including revenge (Vengeance is mine says the Lord), sins of the tongue (“Did you hear what so and so did to me?”), and murder.  Ask how Jesus might raise the standard on the command to “Honor your father and mother.”

8. We have righteousness not by obeying the law (which is impossible) but because we received the righteousness of God at the point of faith in Christ.  2 Cor 5:21 He made Him who knew no sin to be sin on our behalf, so that we might become the righteousness of God in Him.  
9.  ACTIVITY:  Have students color a picture of Jesus giving Sermon on the Mount.  If they get outside the lines even once they have failed.  Just as the lines point out their failure in coloring (if there were no lines you couldn’t get out of them) so the Mosaic Law points out our failure to be righteous.

10.  APPLICATION:  What would you tell a friend if you asked him how he thinks you get to heaven and he said, “By being good?”  Can you define a standard of good?  What other verses can you think of that tell us that we don’t get to heaven by being good?

