Lesson Plan – 2-18-07 Second Hour

Life of Christ – #112-114

Subject – Jesus raises the standard – Kingdom standard regarding vengeance/retaliation

Scripture – Matthew 5:38-42

Overriding principle:  Jesus presented higher standards of righteousness for the kingdom.  Even today, the Christian is to have higher standards than the unbeliever.

Open class with opportunity for rebound and prayer requests.  Allow students to pray.  Emphasize the importance of ongoing communication with our heavenly Father.

1.  Review the scripture and principle

God’s standards are higher than human standards.  He calls the Christian to a high standard of living that can only be executed through the power of the Holy Spirit.

Isa 55:8-9

8 "For My thoughts are not your thoughts, 

Nor are your ways My ways," declares the LORD. 

9 "For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

So are My ways higher than your ways 

And My thoughts than your thoughts. 

Higher standard for vengeance and retaliation

Matt 5:38-42

38 "You have heard that it was said, "AN EYE FOR AN EYE, AND A TOOTH FOR A TOOTH.' 

39 "But I say to you, do not resist (oppose) an evil person; but whoever slaps you on your right cheek (literal slapping in the ancient world was a public insult), turn the other to him also (endure it with patience and dignity)

40 "If anyone wants to sue you and take your shirt, let him have your coat also. 

41 "Whoever forces you to go one mile (forced service), go with him two. 

42 "Give to him who asks of you, and do not turn away from him who wants to borrow from you. 

The kingdom subject is not to retaliate but patiently endure insult and wrongdoing following the example of Jesus Christ.

2.  Discus how Jesus endured insults but didn’t retaliate.  

(Have students look up and read the following verses.)

1. Betrayed by his friend and disciple Judas – Matt 26:14-16

2. Spat on and slapped – Matt 26:67-68

2. Denied by Peter – Matt 26:69-75

3. Beaten and made to wear a crown of thorns – Matt 27:27-32

4. Crucified

5. Mocked (if you are the Christ come down) – Matt 27:40

Jesus response:

Luke 23:34  But Jesus was saying, "Father, forgive them; for they do not know what they are doing."

3.  Possibly view 5-10 minutes of The Passion of the Christ 

This would help the students visualize the brutality Jesus went through without retaliating.  (I am unsure about this.  This movie may be too graphic for this age group. What are your thoughts?)
Alternately, have students discuss the worst pain they have ever felt (maybe a bee sting, shot, severe injury.)  Relate how that is nothing compared to what Jesus felt.

4.  Discuss the example of Stephen – Acts 6-7

5.  Note that this does not mean the Christian is not to defend themselves!

Luke 22:35-36

35 And He said to them, "When I sent you out without money belt and bag and sandals, you did not lack anything, did you?" They said, "No, nothing." 

36 And He said to them, "But now, whoever has a money belt is to take it along, likewise also a bag, and whoever has no sword is to sell his coat and buy one. 

6.  Have students look up and discuss the following verses on vengeance and forgiveness.

Use this as a time to help students get more familiar with their Bible.  Recite books of the Old and New Testament.

1 Peter 2:21-23

21 For you have been called for this purpose, since Christ also suffered for you, leaving you an example for you to follow in His steps, 

22 WHO COMMITTED NO SIN, NOR WAS ANY DECEIT FOUND IN HIS MOUTH; 

23 and while being reviled, He did not revile in return; while suffering, He uttered no threats, but kept entrusting Himself to Him who judges righteously; 

1 Peter 2:20

For what credit is there if, when you sin and are harshly treated, you endure it with patience? But if when you do what is right and suffer for it you patiently endure it, this finds favor with God.

Rom 12:17

17 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men. 

Rom 12:19-21

19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY," says the Lord. 

20 "BUT IF YOUR ENEMY IS HUNGRY, FEED HIM, AND IF HE IS THIRSTY, GIVE HIM A DRINK; FOR IN SO DOING YOU WILL HEAP BURNING COALS ON HIS HEAD." 

21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

Lev 19:18

"You shall not take vengeance, nor bear any grudge against the sons of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourself; I am the LORD.

Deut 32:35-36

35'Vengeance is Mine, and retribution, 

In due time their foot will slip; 

For the day of their calamity is near, 

And the impending things are hastening upon them.' 

36 "For the LORD will vindicate His people, 

And will have compassion on His servants, 

When He sees that their strength is gone, 

And there is none remaining, bond or free.

Prov 20:22

22 Do not say, "I will repay evil"; 

Wait for the LORD, and He will save you. 

Matt 7:12

12 "In everything, therefore, treat people the same way you want them to treat you, for this is the Law and the Prophets.

1 Thess 5:15-18

15 See that no one repays another with evil for evil, but always seek after that which is good for one another and for all people. 

16 Rejoice always; 

17 pray without ceasing; 

18 in everything give thanks; for this is God's will for you in Christ Jesus.

