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	Toddler through Teen classes  

	Cleansing of Temple

Doc St #4C

Nicodemus, Woman at Well
	Topic of class: Jesus’ ministry from cleansing of the Temple to Nicodemus to Woman at Well.

Reference: Life of Christ series #49 to 60.


 Objectives

1. Ensure the students are introduced to Divine Work of Grace #30 and Doctrinal Statement #16A.

2. Review the cleansing of the temple by Jesus and why He did it.

3. Review for the students what Jesus taught about salvation in the analogies of:

a. Being born again (story of Nicodemus)

b. Drinking “Living Water” (story of woman at the well.

 Introduction (include estimated time to complete)

Opening verses (Heb 4:12; Prov 3:5,6; Rev 22:20), Opening prayer & Rebound (1 Jn 1:9)

(5 min)

Intro: Discipline & Respect for authority, Rules of the class







Doctrinal Statement – 4c

The filling of the Spirit is maintained through walking dependently upon God the Holy Spirit to live one’s life as opposed to depending upon self (Gal. 3:3; 5:16, 18).

Content/Methods (include estimated time to complete)






1. Discuss the cleansing of the Temple – why He did it, how He did it (emphasizing His zeal for keeping the Temple a place of worship). Discuss the fact that our temples today are inside of us.    (10 min)

2. Describe Jesus’ interaction with Nicodemus from the text.




(10 min)

a. Emphasize Nicodemus’ misunderstanding. If you can get an ultrasound, reinforce the point of being “born again” that Nicodemus misunderstood.

b. Ensure the students understand what Jesus was REALLY saying.

c. Emphasize the Gospel message – should be simple and to the point – faith in Christ as Savior is all that is required.

3. Using the map of Jesus’ ministry, show where Jesus was when he and the disciples stopped at Jacob’s well.











(2 min)

4. If time and weather permit (if not, simulate in the classroom), take the children on a hike as if you are following the disciples’ route and walk from the classroom to the playground (Sychar). Have one child play Jesus and take a seat by the “well” at the base of the slide (mountain).


(5 min)

5. Have the other children go up the ladder (up the hill to the city).  Have the woman come down the slide (mountain) to draw water from the “well” where Jesus was.  



(5 min)

6. Go through the dialogue (abbreviate) between Jesus and the woman. Emphasize the water He is talking about is analogous to the HS, which the believer receives at faith alone in Christ alone (Jn 7:38-39, 1 Cor 12:13). Drinking = Faith (everyone can drink = non-meritorious; it is also free); also emphasize that you only have to drink one time.







(5 min)

7. When the woman realizes that He is Jesus, have the child playing the woman run up the ladder to the top of the hill. Have the disciples come down the slide back to talk to Jesus. They are still focused on the details of life (food) while the Lord is talking about the spiritual life (Matt 6:32-33 – POD: Nothing is more important than executing God’s will for you – not even eating when you are hungry. 1 Peter 5:5-7).  











(5 min)

8. When Jesus tells them about the harvest, have the children who are playing the Samaritan citizens slide down with white sheets on. Talk about how to give the Gospel to people: pray, wait, communicate (sowing – active and passive – and reaping). God is the One who saves souls – we are merely His tools for accomplishing the sowing and reaping – 1 Cor 3:5-7, example of the fire and the poker.(5 min)

Applications



1. Reinforce these chronological events with their pertinence to how the student should present the gospel – just the pertinent facts about faith in Christ as Savior, rather than a lot of other points of debate. Incorporate the simple lessons from the analogies of being “born again” and “living water”.

2. You can also go outside to describe how Jesus cleansed the temple (bring in a simulated whip – like some ropes doubled over and tied at the base, a table, and some change [or simulate with poker chips] 
3. When going through the woman at the well story, emphasize the difference between the real water the woman was drawing and the living water that Jesus offered.
Emphasize that she didn’t understand at first but she soon realized – ask the children to see if they understand. Ask enough times to ensure they understand.

AV/Media/Crafts

Swingset & slide, Bucket to draw water, large container to simulate the well, white sheets for the people

Slides: Map of Jesus’ ministry, Dynamics of Personal Evangelism

Assignments

For today: Maintain good behavior.  Participate in the example but do not disrupt or call undue attention to yourself. Respect others and do not interrupt when they are speaking.  Come with Bible, pencil or pen, and paper. Follow along the reading in Bible and takes notes as directed.

For next class: Review the questions and Bible verses from class today with your parents.  Come prepared, with pencil, paper, and Bible for next week.
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