Teacher’s Name:  Renee Koster

Topic:  Review calling of Fishermen, Beheading John the Baptist, Feeding 5000

Date:  2/10/08
Objectives

1 Ensure the students are introduced to Doctrinal Statement #4E

2 Review the calling of the fishermen. Emphasize 

a. The need for humility to do what God wants us to do

b. our role today as ambassadors for Christ and “fishers of men.”

3 Review the story of Herod beheading John the Baptist.  Point out that Herod and Herodias were arrogant and were mad at John for pointing out their sins.

4 Review the story of feed the 5000.  Emphasize

a. God demonstrates He can multiply our resources when we offer them to Him in faith

b. Anything is possible with God, even things that seen impossible. 
c. God has a deep love and compassion for us.  He cares about us and provides for us.
Doctrinal Statement #4E
We believe that the filling of the Spirit ceases when the believer grieves the Spirit by committing personal sin (Eph. 4:30) and that this ministry is recovered when the believer is purified from the defilement of sin through personal confession and resumes his walk of faith in fellowship (1 Jn 1:9; Gal 5:16; 2 Cor. 5:7)

Calling of the Fishermen (5-10 min)

Review the story of the calling of the fishermen (Matt 4:18-22). Emphasize that it is more important to follow the Lord’s will than anything they wanted to do in life.

Matt 4:18-22

18 Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 

19 And He said to them, "Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men."  

20 Immediately they left their nets and followed Him. 

21 Going on from there He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets; and He called them. 

22 Immediately they left the boat and their father, and followed Him.
Discuss what it means to be fishers of men?  (To present the gospel – cast out our line – and see if we can “catch” people - bring them in to the kingdom of God.)  

Does God want us to be fishers of men today? (Of course.  It is part of our royal ambassadorship.)

Ask if anyone has ever gone fishing?

Does it take a short time or a long time?  (long time)

Do you need to be patient?  (Yes!)

Discuss how this is similar to patience in prayer and witnessing to others.

Activity 1 –  Fishing Game (5-10 min)

Play fishing game (pole with magnet, fish with paper clips on them).  Allow each child to catch a fish.  On the fish will be a question they have to answer.  Questions include the following:

1. What should you do before you tell someone about Jesus?  (Pray.  Talk to God about people before you talk to people about God.)

2. Name one person in your life who you don’t think is a Christian.  Will you pray for that person and pray that God will give you an opportunity to witness to them?

3. What is a good way to figure out if someone is a Christian?  (Don’t just ask them if they are a Christian because many people think they are when they aren’t.  Ask them how you get to heaven.  If they answer “by believing in Jesus Christ” then you know they are.  If they answer anything else you know they aren’t.)

4. Fishermen have certain times of the day when they say “fishing is good” (usually early morning is one of those time.)  When is a good time to go fishing for men?  (Whenever you are led by the Holy Spirit and approach the situation with prayer.  Point out to kids you can witness at school, playing outside, anywhere God leads.)

5. If I were your friend and asked you “How do I get to heaven” what would you tell me?  (Lead the student through an accurate presentation of the gospel.)

6. What would you say to someone who says “I’m going to heaven because I try to be good?”  (Point out that no matter how good you are we have all sinned Rom 3:23 and have to be punished – Rom 6:23.  The only way to go to heaven is to have the goodness of God which we get through faith in Christ.)

7. Quote a verse you might use when witnessing.  (Rom 3:23, Rom 6:23, Acts 4:12, John 3:16, etc.)

Beheading of John the Baptist (5-10 min) 

Matt 14:3-12

Who came before Jesus to tell everyone “Messiah is coming?” (John the Baptist)

Did everyone believe him? (No, many did.  But the Pharisees and Romans didn’t like John telling everyone a king was coming.)

There was someone who especially didn’t like John.  Her name was Herodias.  She was the wife of King Herod.  John had told everyone that it wasn’t right for Herod and Herodias to be having sex, because Herodias was married to Herod’s brother Philip.  God teaches us in the Bible that when a man and a woman get married they are supposed to stay married forever and not just leave and go find someone else to be with whenever they want.  This is very important to remember as you get older.  When you choose a husband or a wife you need to pray and ask for God’s guidance because you are supposed to stay with that person the rest of your life – maybe 40, 50, or 60 years!

Well Herodias didn’t like John saying bad things about her.  On his birthday Herod had a big birthday party.  Herodias’ daughter danced for him.  He liked the dancing so much he told the little girl “you can have anything you want.”  Her mother heard that and told her what to ask for.  Do you know what she asked for?  She asked for John the Baptist’s head on a plate!  And Herod had John killed and gave it to her.  Yuk!!

Do we ever get mad when someone points out to us something we have done wrong?  Maybe it is a sin we have committed.  (Generally it is not your place to go around pointing out what other people have done wrong but it is your mom and dad’s place to correct you.)  Maybe it is something you are trying to learn to do, and you just don’t quite know how to do it yet.  It get angry when someone points out something you have done wrong is arrogance.  God instructs to be humble and learn from those who are trying to teach us.  Remember

James 4:6 But He gives a greater grace. Therefore it says, "GOD IS OPPOSED TO THE PROUD, BUT GIVES GRACE TO THE HUMBLE." 

Jesus Feeds 5000 (15 minutes)

Matt 14:13-21, Mark 6:32-44, Luke 9:12-18, John 6:1-14

Review the story

Scripture

Matt 14:13-21

13 Now when Jesus heard about John, He withdrew from there in a boat to a secluded place by Himself; and when the people heard of this, they followed Him on foot from the cities. 

14 When He went ashore, He saw a large crowd, and felt compassion for them and healed their sick. 

15 When it was evening, the disciples came to Him and said, "This place is desolate and the hour is already late; so send the crowds away, that they may go into the villages and buy food for themselves." 

16 But Jesus said to them, "They do not need to go away; you give them something to eat!"  

17 They said to Him, "We have here only five loaves and two fish." 

18 And He said, "Bring them here to Me."  

19 Ordering the people to sit down on the grass, He took the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up toward heaven, He blessed the food, and breaking the loaves He gave them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds, 

20 and they all ate and were satisfied. They picked up what was left over of the broken pieces, twelve full baskets. 

21 There were about five thousand men who ate, besides women and children.

John 6:1-14

6:1 After these things Jesus went away to the other side of the Sea of Galilee (or Tiberias). 

2 A large crowd followed Him, because they saw the signs which He was performing on those who were sick. 

3 Then Jesus went up on the mountain, and there He sat down with His disciples. 

4 Now the Passover, the feast of the Jews, was near. 

5 Therefore Jesus, lifting up His eyes and seeing that a large crowd was coming to Him, said to Philip, "Where are we to buy bread, so that these may eat?"  

6 This He was saying to test him, for He Himself knew what He was intending to do. 

7 Philip answered Him, "Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them, for everyone to receive a little." 

8 One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, said to Him, 

9 "There is a lad here who has five barley loaves and two fish, but what are these for so many people?" 

10 Jesus said, "Have the people sit down." Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number about five thousand. 

11 Jesus then took the loaves, and having given thanks, He distributed to those who were seated; likewise also of the fish as much as they wanted. 

12 When they were filled, He said to His disciples, "Gather up the leftover fragments so that nothing will be lost."  

13 So they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with fragments from the five barley loaves which were left over by those who had eaten. 

14 Therefore when the people saw the sign which He had performed, they said, "This is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world."
Narrative

Jesus had been having a bad day. He was pretty upset when his friends came to tell him that John the Baptist had been killed by King Herod. Jesus needed to have some time alone, so he went to a desert place. The problem Jesus had was that he was very popular because he was known as a great healer. So people followed him wherever he went. It was hard for him to be alone.

It was getting dark, so his disciples came to him and asked him to send the people back home because they didn't have enough food to feed them if they spent the night. Then Jesus gave the disciples a challenge. He said, They do not need to go away.  You give them something to eat. The disciples were probably laughing to themselves. They told Jesus they only had a little to eat themselves: five loaves of bread and two fishes. Jesus sometimes tells us to do impossible things so that we will rely on Him to help us. (This happened on the same night that on the water to meet Jesus when he came walking to the boat on the sea. Peter could not walk on the water without keeping his eyes on Jesus in faith.)

What happened next? Did Jesus tell them to go to the grocery store and buy 1000 loaves of bread and clean out the seafood department? No, he told them to bring what they had to Him so he could ask God to bless it. Jesus always said asked God to bless the food before he ate. Do you have a blessing before you eat? The Jewish people have a custom whenever they break bread to say a prayer that is the same for everyone: Blessed art thou, O Lord our God, King of the Universe, who brings forth bread from the ground. God does bring bread from the ground. We normally think of the wheat used to make bread.  But Jesus said 

John 6:35 "I am the bread of life; he who comes to Me will not hunger, and he who believes in Me will never thirst.
God the Father brought Jesus, the Bread of Life, from the ground when He was resurrected from the dead.  When we thank God before a meal, we are remembering how He is our provider for life itself. 

This was a miracle that only God could do.  What are some of the other miracles Jesus did?  (Walking on water, healing, raising Lazarus from the dead, turning water into wine.) Why did Jesus do miracles? (To prove that He was the Messiah.)
Review Questions:
1. Who did Andrew find with a basket of food? (a young boy)

2. What size were the five loaves and two fish? (small)

3. How many people were there with Jesus? (about 5000 men probably 10,000-20,000 total)

4. Jesus had all the people sit down on the grass, was it sort of like a picnic?

5. Was Jesus able to feed everyone with only two small fish and five loaves of bread? (yes)

6. How much food was left over after everyone ate? (12 basketfuls)

7. If you were that small boy, what would you tell your mother or father when you got home?
 
Activity 2 – How many people is 5000 (A LOT!) (10 minutes)

Give each student 20 Popsicle sticks.  Have students draw faces on the sticks and then stick them into a large piece of Styrofoam.  Add up how many sticks we have (number of students times 20).  Discuss how many more people were listening to Jesus.  (5000 men so probably 10,000 – 20,000 total when you add women and children) Lay out 2 small goldfish and 5 things to represent the bread (maybe small torn pieces of bread.)  

What are some of the things we learn from this story?

1. God demonstrates He can multiply our resources when we offer them to Him in faith

2. God blesses and multiplies our giving. 
3. Anything is possible with God, even things that seen impossible. 
4. God has a deep love and compassion for us.  He cares about us and provides for us.
If the disciples had tried on their own, they would have barely fed themselves. Because they gave what they had to Jesus and asked him to help, Jesus took what they gave in faith and multiplied it many times. It was a miracle on a grand scale. He fed about five thousand men, besides women and children. In fact, they had twelve baskets full of leftovers!
Provide a small snack of goldfish crackers.  

If class goes long can do worksheet and coloring.

Name ____________________________  Date _____________________________ 

                                            Jesus Feeds the Multitude John 6:1-15 

1.  The people came to see Jesus because of the ___________________________ 

     and they wanted to be ________________________ of their sicknesses. 

2.  Jesus had just learned of the death of _________________________ the 

     ____________________________. 

3.  Jesus crossed the _________________ of ___________________________ 

     in a boat, but the people followed him. 

4.  There were about ____________________ men in the crowd besides the 

    women and children. 

5.  Jesus asked ___________________where they could buy bread to feed  the people. 

6.  __________________________ brought a boy who had a lunch. 

7.  The boy's lunch was five ____________________   ________________ 

     and two ______________________. 

8.  Jesus told the disciples to have the people sit in groups of _______  and ________. 

9.  Jesus gave ___________________ before he broke the bread. 

10.  After everyone had eaten there were _________   baskets full of leftovers. 

(Use the words to help with spelling.  There will be some extra words .) 

Sea
Andrew
Baptist
thanks
Peter

miracles
500
Philip
50
12

100
barley
healed
fish
Red

5,000
John
Galilee
loaves
20
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