Lesson Plan:  5/25/08

Topic: Matt 16:13-17 Who does the world think Christ is?  Who do you think Christ is? LOC 229-231

Teacher:  Renee Koster

1.  Have the students tell who they think Christ is.  This can include titles, adjectives, anything that will help describe Jesus.  Answers might include

Christ

Messiah

Savior

Son of God (discuss that in the Hebrew sayings of the time this means he was God)

Son of Man (discuss the hypostatic union)

Eternal

Sinless

King of Kings and Lord of Lords

Fulfillment of prophecy

Atonement for sin

Resurrected

Teacher

Love

Omnipotent

Omniscient

Omnipresent

Justice

Veracity

Sovereign

Righteousness

Emphasize that he was NOT just another good man or prophet.  He was the God-man who was judged for the sins of the world.
2.  Who do the people say that Christ is? Discuss the following worldviews of Jesus Christ

Hindus

The concept of an exclusive channel from God running through the body of Jesus to the Church down to the ordinary mortal would have been unacceptable to Jesus. Love is central to the philosophy of Jesus. Love does not need a channel. When Jesus said, "Love God", it was a call to the heart that needs no intermediary. The intermediation of Church and even Jesus in the relationship between God and humans runs counter to the nature of love.

Hindus believe Jesus probably saw himself in the mould of a guru who guides and holds the hand through a journey. Each one has to do one's own walking on this path of love. Jesus only shows the way. The message of love that Jesus spread is more important than the life and body of Jesus. Jesus was a divine person whose message of love and compassion can be a savior for the world.

Jesus is a guide who can help the Hindu have good karma, be reincarnated at a higher level and eventually reach Nirvana (release of the soul from rebirth)

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.
Islam
In Islam, Jesus is known as Isa and is one of God's highest-ranked and most-beloved prophets, specifically sent to guide the Children of Israel.

The Qur'an does not describe Jesus as the son of God, but as one of five major human prophets (out of many prophets) sent by God throughout history to guide mankind. 

John 3:19 "He who believes in Him is not judged; he who does not believe has been judged already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”

Buddism

Buddism was found about 500 years before Jesus was born and is based on the teachings of Buddha.  Buddhist views of Jesus differ, since Jesus is not mentioned in any Buddhist text. Some Buddhists regard Jesus as an enlightend one who dedicated his life to the welfare of human beings.
Scientology
The founder of Scientology said Jesus was a pederast known for expressions of hatred and violent emotional outbursts.  Scientology beliefs at the highest level portray Jesus and Christianity as fictitious implants (created by an evil force to distract men from the truth.)

Jews

Jews believe Jesus himself would have been shocked to know that many people today view him as the Messiah. According to Judaism, Jesus was a Jewish man who was executed and later given divine status by the Christian church.  They note that the reported life of Jesus is largely consistent with that of a devout Jew and nationalist insurgent at the time.
The Jews rejected Jesus as the Messiah because he didn’t fulfill Jewish expectations of the messiah, such as his bringing the Jews back to the Land of Israel, causing peace on earth, bringing back the dead, having all people know God, and ruling from his throne in Jerusalem

John 1:11 He came to His own, and those who were His own did not receive Him. 

Jehovah’s Witnesses
According to Jehovah's Witness' theology, God is a single person, not a Trinity, who does not know all things and is not everywhere.  He first created Michael the Archangel through whom He created all "other things," including the universe, the earth, Adam and Eve, etc. When it came time for the savior to be born, Michael the Archangel became a human, in the form of Jesus.  Jesus grew and kept all the laws of God and never sinned.  Finally, when Jesus died, it was not on a cross, but on a torture stake, where he bore the sins of mankind -- but this did not include Adam's sins.  Jesus rose from the dead as a spirit, not physically (his body was dissolved and taken by God) and during his visitations to people on earth, he manifested a temporary physical body for them to see and touch.

John 10:30 "I and the Father are one."  

Mormons

According to Mormon theology, Jesus is the literal son of god and his goddess wife. He was born through physical sexual relations with Mary.  Brigham Young taught that Jesus was not born with any involvement of the Holy Spirit. God is only one of innumerable Gods.   According to Mormon theology, Jesus had a beginning. Jesus was a created being.  In Mormon temples, Jesus is not worshipped and is not called God. Mormons do not call Jesus their Lord and God.

John 1:1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

Christians

Christians profess that Jesus is the Messiah prophesied in the Old Testament, who, through his life, death, and resurrection, provided eternal salvation in the blood of the New Covenant. His death on a cross is understood as the redemptive sacrifice: the source of humanity's salvation and the atonement for sin which had entered human history through the sin of Adam. 

Christians profess Jesus to be God Incarnate (God who took on human nature and human flesh, the second person of the Holy Trinity), who came to earth to save humanity from sin and death through the shedding of his own blood in sacrifice, and who returned from the dead to rejoin his Father in Heaven. 

Matt 16:15-17 He said to them, "But who do you say that I am?"  Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God." And Jesus said to him, "Blessed are you, Simon Barjona, because flesh and blood did not reveal this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. 

3.  Have the students color the “You are the Christ” stained glass picture.  Can color all letters the same color or leave them white.  Color the background multi-colored.
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