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	Toddler through Teen classes  
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	Topic of class: Overview Book of James 




Objectives

· For the student to understand the principle of being a doer of the Word – not just a hearer (James 1:21-25).

· For the student to understand that in order to receive, he must ask (ie: go to the Father in prayer; Jas 1:5-7).

· For the student to understand the relationship between faith and works (James 2:14-26).

· For the student to understand the dangers of the tongue (James 3:2-8).

Introduction (include estimated time to complete)

Opening verses (Heb 4:12; Prov 3:5,6; Rev 22:20), Opening prayer & Rebound (1 Jn 1:9)

5 minutes

Intro: Discipline & Respect for authority, Rules of the class







Content/Methods (include estimated time to complete)






1. Teach Overview of James

a. Read James 1:21-25. Teach the word DECHOMAI (to welcome as a guest with open arms – that is the same way we need to receive the Word of God). Teach the word GINOMAI (keep on becoming [doers of the Word] – you receive the Word of God and then you deploy it or use it. That is the proper way to grow spiritually and accomplish God’s plan for your life). Use the examples below. (10 min)

b. Read James 1:5-7. Go over the importance of asking your Father in Heaven as you would your own Father when you need something. Emphasize the importance of asking in faith without doubting. Use the analogy listed below for one who is doubting. (10 min)

c. Read James 2:14-26. Go over the importance of doing something with what you know. Mention the 2 examples cited: Abraham and Rahab. Ask the children how each demonstrated faith in their respective works. Use analogies below for faith producing works. (10 min)

d. Read James 3:2-8. Go through analogies listed in applications section below. If not enough time, have parents review the other analogies. (10 min)

Applications


1. Examples of DECHOMAI and football:
a. DECHOMAI: use 2 contrary examples of a friend and an enemy and how you would naturally welcome them at the door. Emphasize that you need to receive the friend of God’s Word in just the same way as you would your best friend.

b. Football: If all you do is receive the football and stop, a defensive back will knock your helmet off and you will wonder what day it is. You need to receive the ball and then run upfield in order to score a touchdown (just like the race toward the goal analogy in 2 Tim 4:7). If time is available, show a clip from a Super Bowl game in which a receiver caught the pass and ran for a touchdown (but didn’t do a dumb dance).

2. Example of one who is doubting: use the surf analogy; show a video of waves (field trip to beach); show someone or driftwood lying in the surf, drifting about. Make the comparison between that and their spiritual lives if they doubt what they are praying for. You can expand this analogy in a field trip to a call for fire scenario: get 2 walkie-talkies. Send a group out on the beach to do a mission (build a sand castle, bury some treasure, find some treasure, etc). Tell them that when they get to the beach (like arriving on this earth), they will get their mission on a note (analogous to the Word of God); however, in order to accomplish this mission, there is a pre-planned package of supplies they will need to ask for – like a shovel, a bucket, a treasure map, etc (analogous to the pre-planned package God has prepared for us in Eternity Past). The group must then send up on the walkie-talkie an ASR (Assault Support Request) to have the package delivered. Once they receive the package, then they can proceed with the mission.

3. Examples of Faith producing works:
a. Abraham was justified (experiential sanctification/ “run in such a way”) when he offered up Isaac.

b. Rahab was justified when she took in the messengers and hid them before the battle of Jericho.

c. Use examples of the children applying what they have learned (principles from the Word):

i. “Children, obey your parents” = when you are given boundaries as you go out to play and your friends want to cross those boundaries (like a street, like going into someone’s house, like playing in the mud before going you are about to leave), you do what your parents told you instead of what your friends want to do.

ii. “In peace, I lie down and sleep for you alone, O Lord, do make me to dwell in safety.” = when you go to sleep and the light is out or you’re in a new location (like camping with your parents or staying overnight at someone else’s house), you don’t need to think about a scary movie you saw or what could be in the dark; instead, you think about this promise that you learned. You will be just like Abraham, as it states in Rom 4:20-21 “And he [Abraham] staggered not at the promise of God in unbelief, but was strong in faith, giving glory to God, and being fully persuaded that what God had promised He was able also to perform.”

4. Develop the analogies to the Tongue. In each analogy, explain the common theme: that a small thing (like a tongue) can control a large thing (like a person or a congregation or a mob or an evil nation like Nazi Germany). Bottom line: you must learn to control your tongue: 

a. Horse’s bridle – picture of horse and bridle/ example of Kentucky Derby (show a video of a race or a clip from last year’s movie about racing)

b. Ship’s rudder – show a scene from “Master and Commander”

c. Forest fire – show an example of a forest fire – like the fires in Arizona or California

Slides: 

1. Receiving and Deploying/ Faith and Works slide

Training Aids: 

Assignments

For today: Maintain good behavior.  Participate in class discussions.  Come with Bible, pencil or pen, and paper. Follow along the reading in Bible and takes notes as directed.

For next class: Review notes and Bible verses from class today with your parents.  Come prepared, with pencil, paper, and Bible for next week.
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