	Teacher’s name:​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​  Robert Pritchard 
	Class date: 2008 0803 1st Hour Curriculum Prep

	
	Toddler through Teen classes  

	References: Hebrews 11:32-40; 12:1-3; Matthew Series (Hastings) #58 – Tues, 25 July 2006 on occupation with Christ to the exclusion of the details of life; Faith Rest Life (Thieme)
	Topic of class: Application of Spiritual Life to the Biblical Heroes; Focus: Faith Rest




Objectives

1. For the student to understand how the Biblical Heroes applied the principle of Faith to their lives by reviewing the stories cited in Hebrews 11:32-40.

2. For the student to learn how to apply the stories of faith from the Old Testament to their lives as is stated in Heb 12:1-3.

Introduction (include estimated time to complete)

Opening verses (Heb 4:12; Prov 3:5,6; Rev 22:20), Opening prayer & Rebound (1 Jn 1:9)

(5 min)

Intro: Discipline & Respect for authority, Rules of the class







Content/Methods (include estimated time to complete)






1. Read Hebrews 12:1-3. Teach the principle that all these stories from the Old Testament are to serve as an example for them today so that they will run the race (of the spiritual life in the AGON) with endurance and not “grow weary” or “lose heart”. Review the definition of Faith (Heb 11:1) and the principle of pleasing God only through the application of Faith (Heb 11:6) (10 min)

2. Read the passage and review the stories from Hebrews 11:32-40 (overview them all, but highlight a select few). (30 min)

a. Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, David, Samuel (Judges 4:6-5:15; 6:11-8:35;11:1-12:7; 13:24-16:31; 1 Sam 12:11; Ps 99:6; Jer 15:1; Acts 3:24; 13:20)

b. Acts of Faith (read these items, highlight the obvious references to specific OT heroes; emphasize that the similarities in these cases were that these heroes kept their eyes on what they could not see – the rewards or promises in Heaven, which was their true home):

i. Conquered kingdoms (David, who defeated the Philistines)

ii. Performed acts of righteousness (David did not kill Saul when he had the chance as Saul was trying to kill David)

iii. Obtained promises (Abraham and Sarah had a son – Isaac - when they were 99 and 90)

iv. Shut the mouths of lions (Daniel in Dan 6)

v. Quenched the power of fire (Daniel’s 3 friends in Dan 3)

vi. Escaped the edge of the sword (David & Goliath)

vii. From Weakness were made strong (compare with Paul’s statements - Rom 8:26; 2 Cor 12:9)

viii. Became mighty in war (Sampson, David)

ix. Put foreign armies to flight (Gideon, David)

x. Women received back their dead by resurrection (Widow of Zarephath – 1 Kings 17:17-24 and Shunammite woman – 2 Kings 4:8-36)

xi. Others were tortured, not accepting their release (Numerous prophets, also: Extra-Biblical account: 2 Maccabees 7)

xii. Others experienced mockings and scourgings, chains and imprisonment (describes many of the OT prophets)

xiii. Stoned (Zechariah, son of Jehoida the priest – 2 Chron 24:20-22; Luke 11:51)

xiv. Sawn in two (Jewish tradition states that Isaiah was sawn in two by King Manasseh)

xv. Tempted (Sampson, David, etc)

xvi. Put to death with the sword (Joshua, David)

xvii. Went about in sheepskins, goatskins, destitute, afflicted, ill-treated (numerous prophets)

xviii. Wandering in deserts and mountains, caves and holes in the ground (Abraham, Moses, Elijah)

3. If time permits, review some of the promises that the children can claim that they have already learned.

Applications



Just as the Bible heroes displayed great application of faith to situations in their lives, so too when the students come up against situations in their own lives, they can recall the Biblical heroes and make similar applications with faith. Reference the Medal of Honor citations we have noted recently and let them realize that the 11th chapter of Hebrews is the Medal of Honor citation list for the heroes of the Old Testament, but that we today have an even greater opportunity to have an impact through fulfilling the unique spiritual life we have today depending upon the HS and going before the Throne of Grace in Prayer. Emphasize for the students the application of Hebrews Chapter 11 which is stated in the 1st 3 verses of Hebrews 12. That application is that in light of the faith of these Old Testament witnesses, we are to put aside the distractions of sin and of the momentary pleasures and details of life and instead to fix our eyes upon Jesus (Occupation with Christ). 
AV/Media/Crafts

Dry erase board, easel, and markers

Pen/pencil

Slides: Faith 

Assignments

For today: Maintain good behavior.  Participate in class discussions.  Come with Bible, pencil or pen, and paper. Follow along the reading in Bible and takes notes as directed.

For next class: Review notes and Bible verses from class today with your parents.  Come prepared, with pencil, paper, and Bible for next week.
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