Abraham’s Faith – Abraham is an important person in Scripture.  He is the father of the Jewish nation.  Today we will study Abraham’s faith.  Like us he had times where he trusted God and times where he wanted to do it his own way.  We will see how when he trusted God, God did great things with him and we will see some of the lessons he learned when he didn’t trust God.

1. Read Genesis 12:1-5.  God commanded Abraham to go to a land that God would show him.  Did Abraham know where he was going?  No.  Was he willing to go anyway?  Yes.  Similarly we must be willing to go where God wants us to go.  

· Examples:  Goodwins knew God wanted them to move to Atlanta.  They didn’t know if their customers would still want them to do work since they were so far away.  But the Goodwins moved and God provided customers.  

· Pastor Hastings knew God wanted him to move to Atlanta after he graduated from seminary.  He didn’t have a job here, didn’t know if there would be anyone to teach.  He moved here on faith.  Had a small group of people he taught at the funeral home.  Worked in construction during the week.  He trusted that if God wanted him in Atlanta he would work out the details and He has.

· Activity – Blind fold half the kids (or just have them close their eyes or have one person put their hands over another’s eyes) and have the other half lead them around.  Discuss how it feels to not know where they are going.  Discuss how you have to trust the one who is leading you just like Abraham trusted God.

2. Genesis 12:11-20 (can read or just tell the story).  

Gen 12:11-20

11 It came about when he came near to Egypt, that he said to Sarai his wife, "See now, I know that you are a beautiful woman; 

12 and when the Egyptians see you, they will say, "This is his wife'; and they will kill me, but they will let you live. 

13 "Please say that you are my sister so that it may go well with me because of you, and that I may live on account of you." 

14 It came about when Abram came into Egypt, the Egyptians saw that the woman was very beautiful. 

15 Pharaoh's officials saw her and praised her to Pharaoh; and the woman was taken into Pharaoh's house. 

16 Therefore he treated Abram well for her sake; and gave him sheep and oxen and donkeys and male and female servants and female donkeys and camels. 

17 But the LORD struck Pharaoh and his house with great plagues because of Sarai, Abram's wife. 

18 Then Pharaoh called Abram and said, "What is this you have done to me? Why did you not tell me that she was your wife? 

19 "Why did you say, "She is my sister,' so that I took her for my wife? Now then, here is your wife, take her and go." 

20 Pharaoh commanded his men concerning him; and they escorted him away, with his wife and all that belonged to him. 

Abraham’s wife Sarai was very beautiful.  When they were traveling through Egypt Abraham was afraid the Egyptians would kill him so they could have Sarah.  So he lied and said Sarai was his sister instead of telling them she was his wife.  The Pharaoh did think Sarah was beautiful and since they lied and told Pharaoh she wasn’t married Pharaoh took Sarai and was going to make her one of his wives.  (Pharaoh’s and kings often had many wives – not how God planned marriage.  God’s plan is one husband and one wife.)  But God was protecting Sarai so he struck Pharaoh and his house with a plague (we don’t know if it was sickness or what).  Abraham admitted he had lied and that Sarai was his wife.  Pharaoh sent them on their way.

· Did Abraham trust God to take care of them in Egypt?  No.

· Did God take care of them anyway?  Yes

· Have the students discuss times when they didn’t trust God to take care of them.  This may be tough for them to come up with examples.  Maybe they had a problem and they didn’t pray about it because they thought God wouldn’t do anything.

3. Genesis 15:1-6.  God promises Abram that his descendents will be as many as the stars in the heaven.

Gen 15:1-6

1 After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, saying, 

"Do not fear, Abram,  I am a shield to you; Your reward shall be very great."   

2 Abram said, "O Lord GOD, what will You give me, since I am childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?" 

3 And Abram said, "Since You have given no offspring to me, one born in my house is my heir." 

4 Then behold, the word of the LORD came to him, saying, "This man will not be your heir; but one who will come forth from your own body, he shall be your heir." 

5 And He took him outside and said, "Now look toward the heavens, and count the stars, if you are able to count them." And He said to him, "So shall your descendants be." 

6 Then he believed in the LORD; and He reckoned it to him as righteousness. 

God promised Abraham descendents that wound be greater than the number of stars.  On a clear, moonless night about 3,000 stars are visible with the unaided eye. A small telescope will increase the number to around 100,000 stars. But this is just the beginning! The stars we can easily see are all in our corner of the Milky Way Galaxy. The entire galaxy numbers about 100 billion stars. And beyond the Milky Way are other galaxies with many shapes and sizes. Around 100 billion such galaxies are known to exist.

The point of this passage was not to tell Abraham an exact number but to tell him that he would have many, many descendents.  We see in verse 6 that Abraham believed in the Lord.  But did he completely trust God to do what He said?

NO!!  When Abram’s wife Sarai was old and hadn’t had children Abram felt he had to “help” God a little.  Actually Sarai suggested it to Abram kind of like when Eve gave the fruit to Adam.  Lesson – be careful and don’t let other people influence you to sin, do dumb things, or doubt God!!   Ask Andrew why he jumped off the deck onto the trampoline this summer.  Because a friend dared him to.  And bad things happened – he knocked 4 teeth loose.  In the world you will be around many unbelievers and many people who probably have less faith than you.  Don’t let them influence you.  Instead you should influence them by your faith! You will run into people who tell you it is silly to believe in God or that to obey your parents is old fashioned and not cool.  Your faith in God and your relationship with God has to be stronger than what people say.

So back to Abram.  He had a child with his wife’s maid.  This child was Ishmael and is the father of the Moslems.  Even to this day there is great conflict between the Moslems and the Jews.  All of this happened because Abram didn’t have faith in God to do what He promised.

Gen 16:1-4

Now Sarai, Abram's wife had borne him no children, and she had an Egyptian maid whose name was Hagar. 

2 So Sarai said to Abram, "Now behold, the LORD has prevented me from bearing children. Please go in to my maid; perhaps I will obtain children through her." And Abram listened to the voice of Sarai. 

3 After Abram had lived ten years in the land of Canaan, Abram's wife Sarai took Hagar the Egyptian, her maid, and gave her to her husband Abram as his wife. 

4 He went in to Hagar, and she conceived; and when she saw that she had conceived, her mistress was despised in her sight. 

4. God continued to promise Abram a son and we see that Isaac was finally born.  Then we come to the ultimate test.  God directs Abraham to offer the son he has waited on for so long as a sacrifice.   How do you think Abraham felt?  (Get student input) Maybe confused – God, you’ve promised me all these descendents but how is that going to happen if I kill Isaac?  Maybe sad.  Obviously he had faith because he marched up that mountain and was ready to kill Isaac.  He even tied him to the altar.  What does this also tell you about Isaac?  It tells you he had faith as well.  We don’t know how old Isaac was at this point.  But we do know he was old enough to know what was going on because he asked his father where the lamb was for the offering.  Can you imagine how he felt when Abraham had him get up on the altar and tied him down?  Remember Abraham is old at this point.  I’m sure Isaac could have easily run away if he had chosen.  But just like Abraham, Isaac chose to trust God.  And we know God came through and provided a ram for the sacrifice.

Gen 22:1-13

1 Now it came about after these things, that God tested Abraham, and said to him, "Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am." 

2 He said, "Take now your son, your only son, whom you love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I will tell you." 

3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled his donkey, and took two of his young men with him and Isaac his son; and he split wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which God had told him. 

4 On the third day Abraham raised his eyes and saw the place from a distance. 

5 Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey, and I and the lad will go over there; and we will worship and return to you." 

6 Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son, and he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So the two of them walked on together. 

7 Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, "My father!" And he said, "Here I am, my son." And he said, "Behold, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for the burnt offering?" 

8 Abraham said, "God will provide for Himself the lamb for the burnt offering, my son." So the two of them walked on together. 
9 Then they came to the place of which God had told him; and Abraham built the altar there and arranged the wood, and bound his son Isaac and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 

10 Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son. 

11 But the angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" And he said, "Here I am." 

12 He said, "Do not stretch out your hand against the lad, and do nothing to him; for now I know that you fear God, since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me." 

13 Then Abraham raised his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him a ram caught in the thicket by his horns; and Abraham went and took the ram and offered him up for a burnt offering in the place of his son. 

5. Have further discussion about areas where we need to have faith today.

Heb 11:1 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the conviction of things not seen. 

Faith that no matter who wins the election God is in control of what happens.

Phil 4:6-7

6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 

7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

Faith that God will provide for us regardless of what is going on in the economy or the stock market.

Matt 6:25-26

25 "For this reason I say to you, do not be worried about your life, as to what you will eat or what you will drink; nor for your body, as to what you will put on. Is not life more than food, and the body more than clothing? 

26 "Look at the birds of the air, that they do not sow, nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not worth much more than they? 

Luke 12:29-31

29 "And do not seek what you will eat and what you will drink, and do not keep worrying. 

30 "For all these things the nations of the world eagerly seek; but your Father knows that you need these things. 

31 "But seek His kingdom, and these things will be added to you. 

Faith that if you are wronged you can take your case to the Supreme Court of Heaven and leave it in God’s hands.

Rom 12:17-19

17 Never pay back evil for evil to anyone. Respect what is right in the sight of all men. 

18 If possible, so far as it depends on you, be at peace with all men. 

19 Never take your own revenge, beloved, but leave room for the wrath of God, for it is written, "VENGEANCE IS MINE, I WILL REPAY," says the Lord. 
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As time permits continue discussion of ways you can trust God in your everyday life.

